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FIRST FRUITS, DIOCESE OF 'NORWICH, TEMP:
HENRY vi. AND EDWARD iv.

TRANSCRIPT OF THE ACCOUNT ROLLS OF JOHN DE LOPHAM,
COLLECTOR OF FIRST FRUITS, IN THE DIOCESE OF NORWICH,
FOR THE ARCHDEACONRIES OF SUFFOLK AND SUDBURY; TEMP.

HENRY VI. AND EDWARD IV.

Communicated by the REV. C. R. MANNING,F.S.A.

•The following pages are transcribed from some
vellum rolls, of which T have. been allowed the use,
containing a compotusof one John de Lopham,Collector
of First Fruits.,;to Walter Lyhart, Bishop of Norwich;
together with.the arrearsof the livings,vacant in the time..
of the previous collectors,Simon Thornham and Richard
Doket; The larger part of the rolls relates to Norfolk
and I have not included these,in the present paper.. •The
account is arranged in eight columns, viz. : The Arch-
deaconry, the Deanery, the Benefice, the Incumbent
instituted, the amount of Fir,4 Fruits, the amount
received,the ainount excused(whichis nl in these rolls),
and the amount remaining due, which is, in by far the
areater number of cases, the whole sum. Either the
clergygrievouslyfailed to pay their dues, or the collector
wasvery lenient. The resistance made by the Churchof
England and by Parliamentto the exactionsby the Popes
of Annates and Tenths'is.amatter of history. Bishopricks
and Beneficeswere kept vacant in order that their
.emolumentsmight be appropriated; and 'promotions of
the clergy were frequent, so that the income of the
Beneficefor the first year, or the " First Fruits," might
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be more often claimed. Moreover, Bishops and Clergy
were nominated by the Pope. to Sees and Livings long,
before they were vacant. The Statutes of Provisors and
Pnemunire and others were aimed against these and
similar abuses. One passed by the Parliament held at
Coventry, 6 Hen. Iv. (1404), speaks of payments to the
Court of Rome more for the First Fruits of any Bishoprick
than had wont to be paid, as " le horrible malveise &-
damnable custume quest entroduce de novell en la cour de
Rome." With this part of the subject, however, we need
have no concern in the present instance. The See of
Norwich possessed a privilege which no other Archbishop-
rick or Bishoprick in England, or perhaps in Christendom,
enjoyed. The First Fruits paid by new incumbents
belonged to the revenues of the See, and not to the
Pope. Pandulf, the Legate of Pope Honorius
consecrated Bishop of Norwich in 1222. (not for any
spiritual qualifications apparently, but " being of a
covetous disposition,") " while he was in Rome, being a
cunning man, obtained a grant from the Pope, OD showing
that his See was in debt, that he and all his successors
should have all the first fruits of the clergy of the diocese
for their own, which they always enjoyed till Henry
time."* At the Reformation, it need scarcely be said, this
tax was not removed from the clergy. A new valuation
was made, and together with the clergy of the other
dioceses,they had to make their payments to the Defender
of the Faith. From that time to this First Fruits have
been paid by every new Incumbent ; but, as everyone
knows, by good " Queen Anne's Bounty," they are now
applied by the Commissioners-to the augmentation of
small livings.

I am not aware that any collectors' " compotus " of
this kind has ever been printed. Indeed, I cannot hear of
the existence of any other pre-Reformation rolls of First

* Blomefield's Norfolk, iii., 632, iv., 547.. A similar privileffe appertained to the
Archdeaconry of Richmond. Statute 26, Henry vni., Cap. in., Sec. 6. 1 Eliz.,
Cap. iv., Sec. 2.
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Fruits.* Possibly those of other dioceses,which were
payableto Rome,werenot preseryedin this country; but
there ought to be some of the Dioceseof Norwichin its
Registry. . The only mention of John, de Lophamthat I
can find is that in the will of BishopLyhart he is left a
legacyof .-X10.t

The chier interest to ourselvesof the followinglists.
-consistsin the enumeration.of the names of so many new
Rectors and Vicars. Every incumbent,was charged on.
his entering upon a living with a payment of his First
Fruith accordingto the valuation then in use,whichit will
be found by'comparisonis lowerthan that of.Henry
in the " King's Books,"-the value of money having.
increased. Therebeingno generallists of the Incumbents.
of parishes in Suffolkaccessiblein print, although each
name would no doubt be found in its place in the.
Institution Books,it may be acceptableto the membersof
our Societyto publishthe followingtranscript of the MS..
rolls,which present a tabular view of such clergyof the.
county as had been recently-institutedto their livingsat
the time to which the accounts relate. Of the history'of
the MSS.I can only learn that they have been preserved
at Bungayfor upwards•of forty years, and formedpart of
a recent sale4

* A list of the Records of the abolished office of First Fruits and Tenths,.
subsequent to the Reformation, is printed in the Appendik to the Twentieth Report
of the Deputy Keeper of H.M. Public Records, pp. 92-94.

Blomefield iii., 538.

.T.Since my transcript was made I am glad to say that the MSS. have been
acquired by purchase by the British Museum.
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CompoP Johis Loph Collectoris Prma? fructau VAabilis in Xloo Pris ac dni di&PWaheti dei .gra'. Norwi Epi in
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This is the usual formula for the restored reign of Henry vi. He reigned thirty-nine years to March 4, 1400-1, when he was deposed, and Edward iv.
began to reign. He was restored October 9, 1470, and was again driven from the throne by the Battle of Barnet, on Easter Day, April 14, 1471 ; those six
months being called the forty-ninth year of his reign, and the first of his restoration. (See Bond's Hand Book for Verifying Dates, pp. 222, 225.)
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Langhin

Gyslynghiffi

Willg Wode Rtor.
Johes Pekerell 1)

Thomes Washffi 1)

Fr.Rob'tiisLakyngheth„
Johes Lax
Thomas Stray]es
Fr. Johes Wellys
Willg Stevenes

	

iiij xiij. iiij

	

xiij iiij

	

vi xiij. iiij

	

iij vi viij

	

xiij iiij
vi.

	

v vj viij

	

v vj viij




)1

1)

Beneficia accident' vacant

Suff. Luth.

Donwich

Colneys
•

. Samford
•

Cleydbn

Sudbur' Sudblie
'Thyngb

Blackburn

- -- - Hertism'

1Westerfeld

	

tempore magii SimoniS Thornhill' Cli'ci nup Collectoris cleor3p'mor' 	

Mutford Thomas Wode Vic. xxvj viij xxvj
f Buxlowe- Rob'tus-Smyth Rtor. . xiij iiij
tChestayri Thomas Cook Vic. xx
Helmle .WilM Orwell . Rtor. iiij •
Bratiffi ca Thomas Caxton ,, viij

Bergholt
lFrestofl - Pat'cius Nicholas ,, iiij vj viij .
f Wenaston Fr. johes Eye Vic: xl

Thomas Gosselyn Rtor: xxxiij -iiij
Semer Johes Manynghill ,, vij . iij iiij
Hengraue Stephn us'Sprent ,, vij vj viij

{Stanton Johis RicbS•Seffrey
Coneston Robtus Clerk

11 xxxiij vii.j.

Thorndon
,, iiij vj iiij

Johes Cordy' ' xxiij • vj viii

viij

[1451-2].

[torn, of]

1)

1)

31 -

))

1)

))

Beneficia accident' vacant' Ano regni Regis Henrici Sexti.post conqra an  [1452-3.]

Suff. Lnth' I Owlton • IWilTh Bedingfeld Rtor. .xl I • xl
I Waynf3 I Elgh' I.Reginald& Smethe „ I iij vj viij I xxvj viij

[torn of]

11 CAD

•

TEMP.

HENRY

VI.

AND

EDWARD

IV.



Beneficia accident' vacant' Anno, etc. 11452-3.1--Continued.

Ardn'. Decanat. Nola Eccliar'. . Noia In siutot:'. Debit-A integin.. Reeeptn.

Willi Bradmedwe, Rtor.
Fr, Robt'. MendelShiii „
Willi Halle Vic.
Johes Logane ,
Rob'tus Walpool Rtor.
Johes Trappe Vic.
Ricfis Goneld
Robtus Chapman Rtor.
BeneRus Burgh

77

Sampton Vic.
Rog'us Cook Rtor.
Johes Venyor Vic.
Adam Pece Rtor.
Johes Jerald. Magr.

-• s

	

viij xiij

	

vj xiij
iij Vj

xl
vij vj

Vj

xl
xl

	

viij vj
vj

	

ix xiij

	

viij xiij

	

'xvj vj
xl

s .d [torn of.]
xliii,j

iiij
viij

viij
viij

Johes Todde
Thomas Oldbur'
Johes Powle
Willi Colman
Thomas Boredale
Johes Browfi
Egidius Bugwith

Rtor.
Vic.

Rtor.

7.7

7.7

7)

7/

.77

71

Benacre
Donwich WestiltOn

Weneston
Orford. Benehale
Loose Hoo
Wilford Bredfeld
Hoxfi Laxfeld

Thorp morieux
Hecht");

' Laushull
Naulton
Illey combusta
Polstede
Capella de

t LellesSey
Sindiswell .

Eordhffi Myldenhale .
Ixnyng

Thyngh' Haukestede

Thedward' {Drynkston .
Fornhffi jenefe

Blackburn Culford

Suff. •

Sudbur'

•Sudbur'



Beneficia accident' vacant' Anno.regni Henrici Sexti post congril Anglie x[xxiij].

Suff. • Luth' Wills. Tendale Rtor.
Reg'us Bertram
'Thomas Maunvile

[1453-4].

iiij liij iiij
iii] xxxiij iiij

Freton
Blundeston
Kyrkele [Andr'
Ilketishale
Shipmedwe
Sutton
Baudesey

f Framynghff,
1Sohin comitis
.Trymeley
Stu Niche
(LayenhEl
I Hertust
IMelford •

Edwardeston
ovisden

kStradeshull
f Iklynghrn
1Kenet [jacobi

Hengraye
Fornhfii Sior'

f Chlford
1Tkoston

Ocolt
Mendeleshiii
ThornhiT) pua

fRateleaden
Rough rT,

f)

Johes Breseworth Vic.
Johes Breteby . Rtor. viij
Rob'tus Ropkyn Vic. iiij
Johes London )7

Johes Grymeby Rtor.
Jacdbus Cade )1

Reg'us Barker
Johes Louthe
Wills. Mortoh
Johes tammer f )

Wills. Cote .
. )7

Jobes Framlynghifi Vic.
Egidius Bugwith Rtor.
Wills. Aleyn ' h
Johes Tony
Rob'tus Fraunceys ” xij
Johes Rycher f.) viij
Thomas Sherecroft ” vj
Fr. Wills. Stoke ,, v
Johes Spryng 7)

Wills. Sutton ,, vj
Rob'tus Wilde Vic. vij
Thomas Wrottyng Rtor. iij
Rbbtus Bernard iiij
Wills. Turnor' ix

Sudbur'

Waynf'

Loose

'Colneys
SouthelmL

hin

Sudbur'

Clar'

Fordhni

Thyngh'

Blackburn

•Hertism'

ThedWard'

'AI

cuaNTAwa

GNY

xl

	

xlyj viij

xiij xiij iiij
vj-

vij
iij vj viij

	

xl xl
iiij ' . xiij iiij

	

xiij iiij xl
vj

	

xl .xl



. . .
Beneficia accident' vacant' .Anno regni Regis Henrici Sexti post conqffi Anglie xxxn [1454-5].

Ardn'. Dedanat. .Npla Eccliar'. Nola tristutor'. Debita integra. Recoptit.

Suff.

Sudbur'

iiij
iiij

viij

XX

xiij
xiij

xxvj

xx:
vij

[torn of]
viii
viij
viij xx

vj
vj
vj

Rtor.

xl
liij iiij xiij iiij
xiij iiij • iiij

XX

Vic.
Rtor.

Vic.
Rtor.

ff

If

Vic.
Rtor.

Vic.

• xl
xxxiij iiij

do

asaoom

`SIIffdd

Isurd

`HDIA1lION.

f garth Cove
Weston
Vggeshale

Donwich ItDershffi

OrfOrd Crariesford
Wilford Brom eswell
Colneys Walton
Samford Stutton.

JStonhffi Aspall
Bosm' 1Mekelfeld

'Cleydon Berghffi
IKelshale

Hoxn' Tatyngton
Semer
Sudbur' Stor'
Hauerelt

Clar' 1Stradeshull
Thyngh' Lacford
Thedward' Tym worth.

Blakbarn' {Euston
Wryde well

Hertism' Ryshangles

Johes Dassh
Thomas atte Assh
Thomas Brook.
Michael GosSe
Johes. Hardfich
Johes Cook
Johes Gerard
johes Bagot
Thomas Ranke
Thomas Bayton
Thomas Dust
Georgius Tounlay
Alanus Croft
Jokes Sadyngton
Thomas Tyler

Rob'tus Goodale
Johes Manynghffi
Johes Parker
Rob'tus Craske
Wills: Sewburn
Rob'tus Wade

Waynford



Beneficia accident' vacant' Anno regni Regis .Henrici Sexti post congifi Anglie xxXiiij. [1455-6].

Suff.
•

Sudbur'

Luth' •

Dowich

Orford
f

Loose

Carl eford '

'Samford

Southelrn

Stidbur'

Clar'

Thyngh'

Thedward'

T3lakburn'

CarletonColvile Johes Bentbowe Rtor.
Belton Nict us Stanton If

Gyslehin Thomas Robyns 22.

Theberton Johes Herberd
Benhale• Vic.Wefts Thorpp
Orford Johes Jenesson •Rtor.

Kenton Rob'tus Bur' Vic.
Rysmer' Ric5s Hechf6.
Clopton Withe Rtor.
Belyngg' pua Johes Harwode

f Copdok Rob'tus Cok
Holton • Ricfis Botishffi

Homesfeld Rictis Fawk'
[Cokefeld Rob'tus Forthe „

Preston\ Johes Northffit,on Vic.
Bradle pua Wills. Geddyng de Lacford
Homyngisherth Thomas Grene 'Rtor.
Whipstede [pua Rob'tus Fivian

1Quelwethiii Thomas Gardener 22

Stanfeld [magh Thomas Myskyn
IFelshifi Johes Sterre • )2

fHérèIeHiio ITMlérwiiode f

Bernhfn" marti Thomas Cake
Combes Johes Wright
Stowe marie Wills. Batayle Vic.

xj
xv
vij

xviij
iij

xxiij
iij

xj

iij

xxxij
iij
v

iiij
vj

viij•
vj

vij

xxj

vj
iij

xiij

xiij
vj

xiij
xx
xl

xxvj
vj
j

vj
xiij

vj
xiij.

vj
xxvj

xiij
vj

xxxiij

viij
iiij xiij
iiij x1

iiij iiij vj
viij

xx
iiij xl

xx
xl

viij
viij xxvj
viij
viij
iiij
viij xxvj
iiij liij
viij

.

viij. xxvj

iiij
viij
iiij xx

_

iiij

viij

viij

viij.
iiij

viij

[torn of]
31

3.2

21

tij

"AI

CraVA1CIff

(INV

•



Beneficia accident' vacancia Anno regni Regis Henrici Sexti post concirn Anglie xxxvo [1456-7].

Ardn'. Decant. Nola Eceliar'. Nola Instutor'. DebitS integro. Becepth.

[torn of.]

If

f

f

fl

If

lf

f I

71

Cr.)

CI
1-3

t=1
C.7
CD

0

0
?..j4

8
t:4

Suff.

Sudbur'

Waynford

Donwich

Orford

Wilford
Samford

Bosmere
-

Cleydon
.{

HoxR

South-
[elmhffa

Sudbur'

{Ilketishale
Becclis [margr'

Hevenynghff,
IStratford
Aldeburgh oil
• HaAelwode

Melton'
Sprowton
Blakenhifi

magna
{Batisford

Bergh
Pethaweffl
Whitendon
Laafeld
Kelshale

{

Weybrede
Sti Nichi .
Melleford
Chilton .
Laweshull
Wissyngton

Al' Wiston

Wills. Warner Vic.
Johes Lax Rtor.
Rad'us Pulv'toft
Thomas Pye
Ricas Carpent' Vic.

Adam Sabyri - Rtor.
Henricus Hard'
Wills. Fyssher

Johes Norwich
Wills: Benne f

Cuth'tus Grenewood
Waleus Quintyn
Hohtus Talbot Vic.
Henricus Grene Rtor.
Wartus Drewe Vic.
Jacobus Key Rtor.
lobes Myldewell If

Wills. Justyng f

Thomas Stevenesson
Roblus Parker

XX‘i

vj

vj

viij
iiij

iiij
vj
v

iiij

XV

xvij
iij
v

ifij

xxxiij
vj

v.)

xiij

xl
xiij..

vj

vj

vj
V

xx

xxvj
xiij.
xiij

vj
xiij

iiij
viij
viij

iiij

iiij
viij

viij

viij
viij

viij
iiij
iiij

viij
iiij

s
XX

xl

xl
xl
x•

xxxvj
xx

xxvj
xx

xiij

xx

d

viij

viij

iiij



Eordhffi

Lakford

•
Thedward'

Blakburt

Illyngton Stor' Thomas Shercroft
Kyrtelynge Adam Bulman .
Kenet Johes Goodbede
Fornhift Stzr' Wills. Cote
Haukestede. Thomas Cote
Rede Johes Pamb'ton
Lakford Johes Aylin
Thurston Wills. Chapeleyn

1Quelwethatn ma Thomas Morebek

{Stewelangtoft
Wills. Asshfeld

Rekynghale Edus Spark .
Mendelshffi [infr' Ricris Skote
Cotton Johes Gyles
Baketon Johes Formage
Thornhifi pua Johes Pery

Rtor.

Vic.
Rtor.

Vic.
Rtor.

Vic.
Rtor.

1)

vj
xvj
vij

vj .
iij
xx
-iij
vj

xij
ix

.x
fiij

xiij
xiij
vj

xiij
vj

vj
xiij

xiij
vj-

xiij
xiij
xiij

jiji xxvj
iiij

viij
xl

iiij iiij
viij

vi ij xiij
iiij

XX

iiij liij
viij
iiij xxvj
iiij xxvj
iii,j

viij

iiij

iiij

viij
viij

)1

)1

)1

)7

/1

7/

7/

/3

))

7)

Beneficia accidencia vacancia anno regni Regis Henrici Sexti post concji-71Anglie xxxvP [1457-8].

Stiff.
.

Luth
Waynford

Donwich'

Orford
Wilford

Bosm'

Askeby • .
Ilketishale Andr'
YoXford
Bramefeld
Cratfeld

{

Wrenthfft.
Benhale
Sutton

f Som'esh ril
1Mekelfeld'

. . torn

Wills. Willarsey Rtor.
Johes Dalton Vic.
Rob'tus Rous
Walt'us Dyke • 1)

Johes Chieche ati Liston ;,
Johes Onbank Rtor.
Johes Gymiot
Thomas Barw Vic.
Rob'tus Garfon Rtor.
Thomas Michyell )1

Vic.

yj

iiij
xix
iiij
iiii.
viij
vij

. 1
liij

xlvj
vj•
vj

vj
xl .

iiij
viij
viij
viij

viij

/7

	

x • //

	

xxvj viij

	

xxvj viij
xx

xx

	

xiij iiij

	

xiij iiij

TEMP.

HENRY

VI,

AND

EDWARD

IV.



Part ok anotiaer koll relating to norfOlic. iNfieliaelmas 17 Edward nr. to1V1ichs. 18 Edward Iv. [1477 - 8].

Ardn'. Decanat. Noia Eccliar'. Noia Instutor'. Debitu integru. Receptu.

li s ci s cl li s d

Suff. • Donwic' Donwici Sti Robert' Bur.nett . it iij vj viij vj viij iij
Johis

ChedOston Thoas. Shargger v iiij .xiij iiij iiij xiij iiij
Thoryngton Richs. Marshal& it iij vj viij liij iiij.

. Benacr' Wills. Styward it xviij xviij
Hoxne Bedyngfeld Wills. Wylliamson v • xl xl

AtlyngtOn John Carter R liij •iiij xiij iiij xl
Laxefeld Walter' Qwyntyn v xxiij iiij x . xiij iiij

Cleydon Henley. Will: Byle v xxxiij iiij xxxiij iiij
Sattinfd Kyrketon ats Augustis Stratton it vj xiij iiij xxvj viij v vj viii(sic)

Shotley
Chelmondeston Ric. Goddesbolte it iij xiij iiij vj viij •.iij vj viij

Luth' Belton • t2 Joh. Manynyghana it xvj vj viij xl xiiij vi viii

Lowestoft Thas•ei5c Dromor' v iiij. vj viij iiij .vj viij
Gyselham Joh. Craweford it xiij vj viij xl xj vj viij

Carleford Belyngg magna Johes Jacob it V • V.i. VI.1.3 XX' iiij vj viij

Lose Soham comit' - Will. Aleynson . rt xix ' vj viij xix vj viij

Saumf' Freston Edward Volentyn ..R iiij yj viij iiij vj viij

Wylford. Sutton Eds Bucby v . liij iiij xiij iiij xl

Debitu roman'.

FIRST

FRUITS,

DIOCESE

OF

NORWICH,

ETC.


